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EDITOR’S NOTE 


This collection docs not pretend to be in any way 
exhaustive. It is but a first series, consequently there are 
very many photographs left over for the next volume. |! 
have included both dancers of international reputation 
and comparative newcomers of the post-Diaghileff cra. 
This volume may be little more than a souvenir of many 
delightful performances but it does serve to draw attention 
to the number of our dancers, their quality and the immense 
variety of their work. 


In artistry and technique our dancers stand alone at the 
present day; an achievement brought about without State 
aid or the subsidies of the wealthy. 


This little book is just a reminder of their merit. Its 
compilation has given me at any rate the keenest pleasure. 
I] have encountered many difhculties I had not foreseen. 
I had never looked upon the dancer as an unusually modest 
person, but I must have been wrong, for very few dancers 
were able to send me photographs at the first request, and 
in many cases those that did arrive were too unflattering 


to be published! Consequently many of these photographs 
have been taken specially for this collection. 


The number of photographs ificluded of each dancer 


has to a certain extent been dictated by the material 
available. 


The problem of the dancer's photograph is a difficult 
one, largely a question of chance. The only completely 
successful method seems to be the action photograph on 
the stage, or the enlarged “still” from a film. 


I am indebted to my friend, Mr. Walter Duff, a 
“ balletomane enragé™ for some exceedingly interesting 
results obtained by this last method. He has taken many 
hundreds of feet of film of dancing subjects. 


I must also thank Mr. Brewster (EKO) for his interesting 
studies taken on the stage with the ordinary stage lighting. 
In some of these cases a certain clarity is sacrificed, but they 
are far more living and have a much greater quality than 
the ordinary posed photograph. 


Arnold L. Haskell. 


PREFACE 


There is nothing that can give me greater pleasure than 
writing a foreword to a book dealing with young English 
dancers. 


When Mr. Haskell some years ago sent me a copy of 
his book on the Russian Ballet in writing to acknowledge 
it I said that I hoped that he would some day in the near 
future be able to write just such a charming book upon 
English dancers. As we were then still very much in the 
infancy of Ballet compared to today’s state of affairs, I 
knew it was a very ambitious wish of mine, but one of 
sincere conviction that the time would come when such a 
publication would prove that the English Ballet had 
succeeded beyond our hope. I regard the talent of our 
young English dancers with great admiration and I feel 
sure that the present volume of photographs embodies the 
cream of those who some day will be known as the leaders 
of our own English Ballet. Mr. Haskell has always insisted 
that there was no short cut in dancing and that the first 
essential is a sound technical training. It is a pleasure to 
realise that all the dancers represented in this volume have 
been grounded in the true classical tradition, which has 
now found a home in England. 


ADELINE GENEE 


5, Hanover Terrace, N.W.1. 
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Phyllis Bedells 





(Antony) 


Lydia Sokolova 





(Antony) 


Lydia Sokolova 





he” 


* ie 
S Sohbet, ded 


Ninette de Valois 





Ninette de Valois 


in 


Regatta 


Ninette de Valois 








Ruth French 


ee 


eee eee oe 


rhe ge few 
‘+e PR 
~ MwMEE osyey  F 


oo eK > 
Ny te 
eek, 


“ee 2 § 


Ruth French 


oo we BEN: 
te Prey 
wore ae 
Oot “EP eget Ske Ror 4 MMe ext 


Sotpitghhete 2. aysere, « Tsp 








Vera Savina 


4 v BO ge 


~ 2 Te ete ~y 





Se 
oie ee La 
na fe oF meas a * gP dige ey 


>> > 
a aes a 


Swe ee 


ae 


a4 
° * 


Penelope Spencer 





Penelope Spencer 


in 


The Funeral March of 





(Morter) 


ee ’ 
Peo a 
oF A ; 
ree es ate eee : fe oe 





(Antony) 
Marte Nielsoan 
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Alicia Markova and Frederick Ashton 
“The Swan Lake” 


From a film by Mr. W. Duff 
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“Rhapsody in Blue” 
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“The Lady of Shalott” 


From a film by Mr. W. Duff 
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Prudence Hyman and Walter Gore 
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“The Blue Bird” 


Prudence Hyman and Walter Gore 
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“A Florentine Picture ” 
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Hermione Darnborough 
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